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In the minds of some, responding to the call to 
evangelise is reserved for ‘mission specialists’ who’ve 
received lengthy training. We can wrongly perceive 
that it’s not something for ‘me’, not least because we 
can feel ill-equipped to make a contribution and don’t 
know what to do and say to someone. If we waited to 
do anything in life until we felt that we had all the 
necessary experiences and qualifications, we would 
never or rarely achieve anything.
      The stories of Jesus’ first followers in the

About this resource

In his speeches and homilies 
Pope Benedict XVI left the 
Church in England and Wales a 
legacy of reading material for 
ongoing reflection and prayer. 
From November 2011 - October 
2012 one sheet will be offered 
monthly to assist deepening our 
shared appreciation and 
understanding of what he said.

Home Mission 
Desk, Catholic 
Bishops’ 
Conference of 
England and 
Wales 

‘I am reminded how recently I was able to 
welcome all of you to Rome for the Ad Limina visits 
of your respective Episcopal Conferences. We spoke 
then about some of the challenges you face as you lead 
your people in faith, particularly regarding the urgent 
need to proclaim the Gospel afresh in a highly 
secularised environment. In the course of my visit it 
has become clear to me how deep a thirst there is 
among the British people for the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. You have been chosen by God to offer 
them the living water of the Gospel, encouraging 
them to place their hopes, not in the vain enticements 
of this world, but in the firm assurances of the next. 
As you proclaim the coming of the Kingdom, with its 
promise of hope for the poor and the needy, the sick 

and the elderly, the unborn and the neglected, be sure 
to present in its fulness the life-giving message of the 
Gospel, including those elements which call into 
question the widespread assumptions of today’s 
culture. As you know, a Pontifical Council has recently 
been established for the New Evangelisation of 
countries of long-standing Christian tradition, and I 
would encourage you to avail yourselves of its services 
in addressing the task before you. Moreover, many of 
the new ecclesial movements have a particular 
charism for evangelisation, and I know that you will 
continue to explore appropriate and effective ways of 
involving them in the mission of the Church.’ http://
www.thepapalvisit.org.uk/Replay-the-Visit/Speeches/Speeches-19-
September/Pope-Benedict-s-Address-at-

FOR REFLECTION - ‘YOU HAVE BEEN CHOSEN.’

Pope Benedict's Address at Oscott 
College, 19 September 2010
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Welcome and Invitation to prayer

Light the candle

Gathering Prayer

After a few moments of quiet we join together in 
prayer.

Let us pray,
God our loving Father, you bring us together in 
this place to give thanks for the great love you 
have for each part of your creation. Your loving 
heart embraces us as you never cease to draw 
us into a deeper relationship with you and one 
another. 

Fill our hearts with deep gratitude for the wonder 
and beauty of your creation and of your love for 
us.

We make this prayer through your Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen.  
 
A re!ection and a story

Apprehend God in all things for God is in all things
Every single creature is full of God
and is a book about God
If I spent enough time with the tiniest creature
even a caterpillar
I would never have to prepare a sermon
so full of God is every creature. 

Meister Eckhart
(Pause)

A true story
One night, some months before his death, Martin 
Luther King received a death threat on the phone. 
It had happened before but, on this particular 
night, it left him frightened and weakened to the 
core. All his fears came down on him at once. Here 
are his words as to what happened next:

‘I got out of bed and began to walk the !oor. 
Finally I went to the kitchen and heated a pot 

The theme of this session: The heart of God
of co"ee. I was ready to give up. With my cup 
of co"ee sitting untouched before me, I tried to 
think of a way to move out of the picture without 
appearing a coward. In this state of exhaustion, 
when my courage had all but gone, I decided to 
take my problem to God. With my head in my 
hands, I bowed over the kitchen table and prayed 
aloud. The words I spoke to God that midnight are 
still vivid in my memory.

’I am here taking a stand for what I believe is right. 
But now I am afraid. The people are looking to me 
for leadership and if I stand before them without 
strength and courage, they too will falter. I am at 
the end of my powers. I have nothing left. I have 
come to the point where I can’t face it alone. At 
that moment I experienced the presence of the 
Divine as I had never experienced Him before.’ 

 Fr Ronald Rolheiser, OMI, © Catholic Herald, 
March 2010. Used with permission.

  
Spend a few moments in silence as a group and 
re!ect on what you have just heard.
You may wish to play re!ective music (optional).

Questions to consider and share with one another
Where is God for me?
When am I most aware of God’s goodness and 
beauty?
When was the last time I had an ‘awe’ experience - 
when I felt moved by God’s goodness and beauty?
Can we rely on a God who, for many, appears to 
allow so much pain and su"ering?
Do we, or can we see God in brokenness - in the 
su"ering of others or in my personal di#culties?

Scripture Reading Matthew 6:26-30 Jerusalem Bible 

Let us listen carefully to the Word of the Lord,
And attend to it with the ear of our hearts.
Let us welcome it, and faithfully put it into practice.

St. Benedict of Nursia (c.480-547)
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 New Testament testify that de-
spite their mistakes and inadequa-
cies, through their faith and trust, 
God was able to do great and 
wonderful things. It’s the same for 
us today. He can do marvellous 
things through you if you give Him 
permission to do so.  
! People around us have a deep 
thirst for the Good News of Jesus. 
It’s our task not to delay in trying to share with 
them the joy of knowing Jesus.

Pope Benedict XVI photograph: © Mazur//www.thepapalvisit.org.uk 

Well at Cana 
Image: 
http://www.katapi.org.uk/Maps/Googl
eMaps/GMv3.php?L=Cana
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NEW EVANGELISATION

‘To nourish ourselves with 
the word in order to be "servants 
of the word" in the work of 
evangelisation: this is surely a 
priority for the Church at the 
dawn of the new millennium. 
Even in countries evangelised 
many centuries ago, the reality of 
a "Christian society" which, amid 
all the frailties which have always 
marked human life, measured 
itself explicitly on Gospel values, 
is now gone. Today we must 
courageously face a situation 
which is becoming increasingly 
diversified and demanding, in the 
context of "globalisation" and of 
the consequent new and 
uncertain mingling of peoples 
and cultures. Over the years, I 
have often repeated the 
summons to the new 
evangelisation. I do so again now, 
especially in order to insist that 
we must rekindle in ourselves the 
impetus of the beginnings and 
allow ourselves to be filled with 
the ardour of the apostolic 
preaching which followed 
Pentecost. We must revive in 

ourselves the burning conviction 
of Paul, who cried out: "Woe to 
me if I do not preach the 
Gospel" (1 Cor 9:16).

‘This passion will not fail to 
stir in the Church a new sense of 
mission, which cannot be left to 
a group of "specialists" but must 
involve the responsibility of all 

the members of the People of 
God. Those who have come into 
genuine contact with Christ 
cannot keep him for themselves, 
they must proclaim him. A new 
apostolic outreach is needed, 
which will be lived as the 
everyday commitment of 
Christian communities and 
groups. This should be done 
however with the respect due to 
the different paths of different 
people and with sensitivity to the 
diversity of cultures in which the 
Christian message must be 
planted, in such a way that the 
particular values of each people 
will not be rejected but purified 
and brought to their fullness.
        ‘In the Third Millennium, 
Christianity will have to respond 
ever more effectively to this need 
for inculturation. Christianity, 
while remaining completely true 
to itself, with unswerving fidelity 
to the proclamation of the 
Gospel and the tradition of the 
Church, will also reflect the 
different faces of the cultures 
and peoples in which it is 
received and takes root. In this 
Jubilee Year, we have rejoiced in 

a special way in the 
beauty of the Church's 
varied face. This is 
perhaps only a 
beginning, a barely 
sketched image of the 
future which the Spirit 
of God is preparing for 
us.
Christ must be 
presented to all people 

with confidence.’ 

More:
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/
john_paul_ii/apost_letters/documents/
hf_jp-ii_apl_20010106_novo-millennio-

Blessed 
Dominic 
Barberi

!
Tireless preacher and home 
missioner, working for the 
return of England to unity 
with Rome. Received many to 
the faith including John 
Henry Cardinal Newman and 
Father George Spencer. http://
www.alivepublishing.co.uk/bible-
alive-articles/blessed-dominic-barberi   

Home Mission 
             Desk

The Home Mission Desk 
is an instrument of the 
Catholic Bishops‘ Conference 
of England and Wales - 
Secretariat. It reports to the 
Department for 
Evangelisation and Catechesis 
and, at its request, develops 
and produces evangelisation 
and catechetical resources for 
the formation of adult faith, 
amongst other tasks. Contact: 
homemission@cbcew.org.uk 

Love

‘I realised that 
this love alone 
was the true 
motive force 
which enabled 
the other 
members of the 

Church to act; if it ceased to 
function, the Apostles would 
forget to preach the gospel.’ 

St. Thérèse of Lisieux, 
Catechism of the Catholic  
Church 826

Pause to re-read this 
extract and to reflect. 
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Gathering Prayer

After a few moments of quiet we join together in 
prayer.

Let us pray,
God our loving Father, you bring us together in 
this place to give thanks for the great love you 
have for each part of your creation. Your loving 
heart embraces us as you never cease to draw 
us into a deeper relationship with you and one 
another. 

Fill our hearts with deep gratitude for the wonder 
and beauty of your creation and of your love for 
us.

We make this prayer through your Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen.  
 
A re!ection and a story

Apprehend God in all things for God is in all things
Every single creature is full of God
and is a book about God
If I spent enough time with the tiniest creature
even a caterpillar
I would never have to prepare a sermon
so full of God is every creature. 

Meister Eckhart
(Pause)

A true story
One night, some months before his death, Martin 
Luther King received a death threat on the phone. 
It had happened before but, on this particular 
night, it left him frightened and weakened to the 
core. All his fears came down on him at once. Here 
are his words as to what happened next:

‘I got out of bed and began to walk the !oor. 
Finally I went to the kitchen and heated a pot 

The theme of this session: The heart of God
of co"ee. I was ready to give up. With my cup 
of co"ee sitting untouched before me, I tried to 
think of a way to move out of the picture without 
appearing a coward. In this state of exhaustion, 
when my courage had all but gone, I decided to 
take my problem to God. With my head in my 
hands, I bowed over the kitchen table and prayed 
aloud. The words I spoke to God that midnight are 
still vivid in my memory.
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for leadership and if I stand before them without 
strength and courage, they too will falter. I am at 
the end of my powers. I have nothing left. I have 
come to the point where I can’t face it alone. At 
that moment I experienced the presence of the 
Divine as I had never experienced Him before.’ 

 Fr Ronald Rolheiser, OMI, © Catholic Herald, 
March 2010. Used with permission.
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When was the last time I had an ‘awe’ experience - 
when I felt moved by God’s goodness and beauty?
Can we rely on a God who, for many, appears to 
allow so much pain and su"ering?
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Jesus in the crowd image: © Mazur/catholicnews.org.uk
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